
 Year 8 History Medium Term Plan 
Autumn Term 

 

Learning 
Overview 

(Contents) 

Overview of main learning objectives over the term and year:   
1. Chronological awareness 

• placing events, people in chronological framework 

• describing and explaining concepts of past 
 

2.  Range, Depth of Knowledge and Understanding 

• identifying and analysing features of periods and societies 

• describing reasons and results of events 

• developing broad pictures of events within and across socities and between UK/ Eire/Europe etc 

• assessing significance 

 

3.  Interpretations of History 

• How and Why events/people been interpretated differently 

• Analysing and assessing interpretative usefullness 

 

4. Historical Enquiry 

• Collecting/identifying sources to investigate with increasing independence the period 

 
5. Organisation and Communication 

• Recall/selection/organising information, using terms accurately to present their knowledge and 

understanding of history 

 
 

Assessment 
Opportunities 

There needs to be a minimum of 2 formal assessments per term.  These formal assessments will inform the ‘working at grades’ and the AOB reported to parents.  
There may be additional unit tests depending on a subject 

Textbooks 
Published Lesson 
Resources 

There is an Oxford Text Book available in Library for Year 8 materials and lessons 

 

Home Learning 
Resources 

SAM Learning topic: Industrial Revolution. Inventors and Inventions. 

Knowledge 
organisers 

 

 



Week 
Number 

Learning Overview / objective (outlined above) 

What should pupils know, understand and be able to do by the end of the 
week? 

(Use clear Success criteria) 

 

1 Industrial Revolution Introduction. What changed 
through time? 

a )  T h e  K e y  w o r d  a n d  t e r m i n o l o g y  t h a t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  C r e a t i n g  a  G l o s s a r y / o r  
W o r d  W a l l  i n  c l a s s r o m o  

b) Using  pictures sources to analyse differences and changes through time 
from 1750-1900 
c) using film to record how others have seen the linear scope: Olympic of 2102 
opening Sequence. 
d) Using texts to widen views of Industrial Revolution 
e) How to: Peel Paragraph on changes 

2 Industrial revolution: Population Boom! a )  S e t t i n g  t h e  s c e n e :  h u m a n i t y  i s  l i m i t e d  b y  f a c t o r s  
s u c h  a s  f o o d ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  o r a n i s a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  
T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  c h a n g e s  t h o s e  f a c t o r s !  
H o w ?  

b )  T h e r e  a r e  s i x  f a c t o r  c a r d s .  F o u r  C r o p  R o t a t i o n .  
S e l e c t i v e  B r e e d i n g .  S e e d  D r i l l .  I n n o c u l a t i o n .  
S e w e r .  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  w a g e  e a r n i n g .  E a c h  t o  b e  
d i s c u s s e d  a n d  e x p l a i n e d .  M i x  u p  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
w i t h  s y m b o l s  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

c )  F a c t s  a n d  f i g u r e s :  H o w  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B r i t a i n  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  S t a t s .  M a k i n g  t h e  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  
f a c t o r s  a n d  n u m b e r s .  

d )  C l a s s  T e s t  1 :  C h a n g e s  f r o m  1 7 5 0 - 1 8 9 0  u s i n g  
p i c t u r e  f o r m  w e e k  o n e  a s  p r o m p t .  

3 The Domestic System becomes the Factory 
system  

a )  T e r m i n o l o g y :  D o m e s t i c  : T h e  h o m e .  C o n t e x t :  U K  
b e f o r e  1 7 5 0  t h e r e  w e r e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  m a k i n g  
c l o t h  a t  t h e i r  h o m e .   

b )  D o m e s t i c  S y s t e m :  H o w  i t  w o r k e d .  E v e r y o n e  h a d  a  
r o l e :  c h i l d r e n ,  M o t h e r ,  F a t h e r .  W h a t  d i d  e a c h  d o  
e n q u i r y .  

c )  R i c h a r d  A r k w r i g h t :  B i o g r a p h y  a n d  i n v e n t i o n .  C a s e  
S t u d y :  t h e  F i r s t  F a c t o r y .  H o w  d i d  i t  w o r k ?  



d )   W a t c h  T i m e l i n e  H i s t o r y  o n  t h i s  f a c t o r y  a s p e c t  
( 5 m i n s )   

e )  A s s e s s m e n t :  P E E L  p a r a g r a p h  o n  R i c h a r d  A r k w r i g h t  
a n d  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  F a c t o r y  s y s t e m .  

4 Coal mining and Black Gold a )  B l a c k  G o l d  o r  K i n g  C o a l ;  w h y  d i d  t h e  f u e l  g e t  t h i s  
t a g l i n e ?  

b )  S t a t i s t i c s :  C o a l  C o n s u m p t i o n  i n  B r i t a i n  f r o m  1 7 5 0 -
1 9 0 0 .  I n f e r e n c e s  t o  b e  d r a w n  a b o u t  h o w  a n d  w h y  
a n d  w h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  m i g h t  r e v e a l  

c )  G e o l o g y  o f  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  c o a l  
s e a m s .  

d )  M i n i n g :  H o w  w a s  c o a l  m i n e d ?  F r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  
I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a s  i t  c h a n g e d  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  

e )  P e r i l s  a n d  d a n g e r s  o f  M i n i n g .  W h a t  w e r e  t h e  t w o  
b i g g e s t  k i l l e r s  i n  m i n g ?  

f )  J o b s  a n d  r o l e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m i n e s .   

5 Transportation developments a )  F o u r  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e d  i n  
I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t i m e s .  

i )  C a n a l s .  A d v a n t a g e s  w i t h  e x a m p l e s .  
D i s a d v a n t a g e s .  

i i )  T u r n p i k e  T r u s t s .  T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s e t t i n g  o n e  u p .  
T h e  p r o f i t  m o t i v a t i o n .  W h o  b e n e f i t e d  m o s t ?  

i i i )  S t e a m  E n g i n e s :  t r a i n  e n g i n e s  ( h o w  t h e y  w o r k  
l i n k  t o  s c i e n c e  t o p i c s )  

i v )  T h e  R a i l w a y s  a n d  r a i l w a y  M a n i a .  M a p s  o f  
r a i l w a y s  i n  B r i t a i n  c i r c a  1 9 0 0  

b )  A s s e s s m e n t :  P E E L  p a r a g r a p h s  o n  T W O  o f  t h e  f o u r  
t r a n s p o r t  a d v a n c e s .  

6 Robert Stephenson a )  T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  F a i r h i l l s  t r i a l s  i n  1 8 3 0 .  
b )  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  r u l e s .  
c )  T h e  c o m p e t i t o r s .  T h e  r e s u l t s .  
d )  S t e p e h e n s o n s  ‘ T h e  R o c k e t ’  d e t a i l e d  l o o k  a t  

s o u r c e s / i m a g e s / t e x t s  
e )  F i r s t  C o m m e r c i a l  r a i l w a y :  L i v e r p o o l  t o  

M a n c h e s t e r .  W h y  t h e s e  t w o  p l a c e s ?  



7 Industrial revolution: Time of Inventors and 
Inventions 

a )  I n t e r a c t i v e  l e s s o n .  M a t e r i a l s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  e a c h  o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r s  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  c l a s s .  S t u d e n t s  r o l e  a s  g r o u p s  o f  4  i s  
t o  c o l l e c t ,  c o l l a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n e  o n e  I n v e n t o r  
a n d  h i s  i n v e n t i o n .  

b )  P r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c l a s s :  w h o  t h e n  
f i l l  o u t  w r i t i n g  f r a m e  o n  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  m i s s i n g  
i n v e n t o r s .  

c )  D e b a t e :  w h i c h  i n v e n t o r  a n d  i n v e n t i o n  w a s  t h e  
G r e a t e s t  a n d  d e s e r v e d  t o  b e  i n  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a  
G r e a t  E x h i b i t i o n ?  

d )  C l a s s  v o t e .   

8 Child Labour a )  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e m e :  t h a t  h a s  c o m e  u p  a l r e a d y (  
c o a l  m i n i n g )  

b )  S o u r c e s .  H o w  t o  s i f t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u r c e s  a n d  
s e l e c t  a p p r o p r i a t e  e v i d e n c e  a b o u t  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a ;  

i )  T y p e s  o f  j o b s  
i i )  R i s k s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  
i i i )  W h a t  f a c t o r y  o w n e r s  t h o u g h t  
i v )  W h a t  S o c i e t y  a n d  I n s p e c t o r s  b e g a n  t o  t h i n k  
c )  N o n  a s s e s s e d  P E E l  p a r a g r a p h ( s ) :  w h y  i s  w r o n g  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  f r o m  a g e  o f  5 ?  

9 The Great Exhibition 1851 a )  T h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  C r y s t a l  P a l a c e .  
b )  T h e  e x h i b i t o r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d :  w h a t  d i d  

G e r m a n y  e x h i b i t ?  W h a t  D i d  U S A  e x h i b i t ?  C h o o s e  a  
n a t i o n  f o r  a  t h i r d  e x a m p l e .  

c )  B r i t a i n ’ s  e x h i b i t s :  3  e x a m p l e s .  D o  t h e y  r e v e a l  
I n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e m e s ?  

d )  C l a s s  T e s t  2 .   Q u e s t i o n s  o n  I n v e n t o r s  a n d  C h i l d  
L a b o u r  

10 The Luddites a )  W h o  w e r e  t h e  L u d d i t e s ?  W h a t  w a s  t h e r e  
c o m p l a i n t ?  ( L i n k :  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  u s e d  t o  m a k e  a  
g o o d  l i f e  d o i n g  t h e  D o m e s t i c  S y s t e m  f r o m  w e e k  3 )  

b )  W h a t  d i d  t h e  L u d d i t e s  d o ?  P i c t u r e  S o u r c e s .  
T e x t u a l  r e p o r t s  



c )  C r e a t i n g  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t  o n  L u d d i t e s .  C a n  y o u  
s t o p  t e c h n o l o g y ?  

 

11  Industrial Revolution Project a )  A i m :  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  D i s p l a y  
b )   G r o u p  w o r k .  4  S t u d e n t s .  
c )  D e c i d i n g  o n  6  m a j o r  a s p e c t s  f r o m  t h e  t e r m .  

C r e a t i n g  a  w a l l  d i s p l a y  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  
C h a n g e s  T h r o u g h  T i m e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
r e v o l u t i o n .  

Note: previously lots of images sources, various texts sources are ,made 
available if they want to be used by the groups. This can be competive  
with an award for the best class/year group display. 

 

 


